la        THE LIFE  STORY OF   A BRAHMAN
a chill after bathing, her hair is dried and rubbed with dry
ginger, and she is made to sit near a brazier* She next takes
a few grains of green pulse in her hand and throws them on
the bedstead, which is removed and a new one substituted*
(The throwing of the pulse seems to be a sign of gratitude
and auspiciousness,) The Nagara put ten nuts and ten pieces
of bdvala stick for cleaning the teeth near the bedstead on this
day, but Audlca, Sarasvata, and Valama Brahmans do not
seem to do this. With all of them, however, the mother, after
bathing, takes warm water and milkx in her hand three
separate times and sips it three times* (Up to the thirteenth
day the mother is always given warm water to drink;
if she drink it cold, they think the child would die*) If the
mother be strong enough, she observes all this tenth day as
a fast.
The tenth day is an important date for the child also, for on
this day it is bathed, first with half a cup of molasses mixed
with milk, and then with warm water. After it is bathed,
a very pretty little symbolic ceremony takes place i if it be
a boy, he is put to lie for an instant on a slate that he may
develop into a learned man; if a girl, she is deposited on
a winnowing fan that she may grow up clever in domestic
ways, of which cleaning the grain is one of the most important,
(There is not yet much demand for a blue-stocking in an
orthodox Brahman household !)
A feast is given on the eleventh day, if the babe be a boy, to
which all the father's relatives are invited, but the father him-
self, though the feast is actually given m the house where the
child was born, may see neither mother nor baby. The
paternal grandfather, however, is often shown the child, and,
according to his means, gives it either gold or silver coins.
The father himself, if very keen on doing so, is allowed to
see the child, though not the mother, on the next day, the
twelfth after its birth.
1 She only sips this diluted milk now ceremonially. She may not drink
milk yet as an ordinary thing, lest she should never have another child.